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ANNCR? 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF DIPLOMATIC TIES BETWEEN THE SOVIET 
UNION AND THE PHILIPPINES TESTIFIES TO THE INCREASING SOVIET 
PRESENCE IN ASTA...AS WE HEAR IN THIS BACKGROUHD REPORT BY VOA'S 
JOSEPH SULLIVAN: 

VOICE: 

OVER THE YEARS, SOVIET POLICIES IM ASIA HAVE BEEN TAILORED 
TO THO BASIC OBJECTIVES WHICH BY AND LARCE ARE INCOMPATIBLE. OW 
THE ONE HAND, HOSCOW HAS SOUGHT TO DEMONSTRATE SUPPORT FOR 
REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENTS IN ASIA. AND, AT THE SAME TIE, IT HAS 
WORKED TO IMPROVE SOVIET RELATIONS WITH THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE 
REGION... COMMUNIST AND NON-COMMUNIST ALIKE. THIS DILEMMA 
PROBABLY ACCOUNTS FOR THE SEO:HINGLY TENTATIVE NATURE OF SOVIET 
MOVES IH THE AREA. AND CERTAIMLY THE SINO-SOVIET POLEMIC AND 
PEKING'S OPPOSITION TO IiiCREASED SOVIET INFLUENCE HAVE COMPLICATE: 
MOSCOW'S STRATEGY IM ASIA. 

THE END OF THE CONFLICT IN VIETNAM LAST YEAR SA! THE REVIVAL 
OF A SOVIET PLAN FOR Ail ASTAN SECURITY ACCORD THAT \/OULD 
UNDERLINE MOSCOW'S STATURE AS A REGIONAL POVER. LOOKING BACK 
AT THE EUROPEAN SECURITY CONFERENCE IN HELSINKI, MOSCOW HAS 
SUGGEST THAT ASIAN COUNTRIES MIGHT BENEFIT FROM A SIMILAR SYSTEM 
OF SECURITY AND COOPERATION. BUT FROM ALL EVIDENCE THE SOVIET 
INITIATIVE HAS NOT MADE MUCH VISICLE HEADWAY. TO THE CONTRARY, 
THE SOVIET UNION HAS BEEN RECEIVED COOLY BY MOST ASIAN NATIONS, 
TO OBSERVERS BELIEVE THAT THE LACK OF SUPPORT REPRESENTS IN 
LARGE PART A RELUCTANCE 5Y ASIAN GOVERNHENTS TO TAKE SIDES IN 
THE SINO-SOVIET DISPUTE. INDEED, PEKING HAS SOLIDLY MAINTAINED 


THAT THE SOVIET SECURITY PLAN IS ATiIED AT CHINA, AND HAS ACCUSED 
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MOSCOW OF SEEKING, THROUGH THE SECURITY PROPOSAL, TO ENCIRCLE 
CHINA AND EXTEND ITS DOMINANCE OVER ASIA. 

ON THE ECONOHIC FROUT, TH SOVIET UNION CONTINUES TO PROVIDE 
SUBSTANTIAL ECONOMIC AID TO VIETIiAM AHD IS THE LARGEST FOREIGN 
AID DONOR IN LAOS, AT THE SAME TIE, MOSCOW AND JAKARTA HAVE 
PATCHED OVER AID DIFFERENCES DATING FROM THE SUKARNO ERA, AND 
COMMERCIAL TIES BETWEEN THE SOVIET UNION AHD IMDONESIA HAVE BEEN 
RESUMED. HOSCOW ALSO IS REPORTEOLY SEEKING TO STRENCTHEN ITS 
TOEHOLD IN STiGAPORE. CORRESPONDENT PAUL WOHL -- WRITING FROH 
SINGAPORE FOR THE "CHRISTIAi: SCIENCE MONTTOR™ --~ SAYS THAT LAST 
YEAR HORE THAN SEVEN HUNDRED SOVIET VESSELS CALLED AT THE PORT. 
MOSCOUTS NARODNY BAK, HE ADDS, OCCUPIES A 16-STORY BUILDING 
IM SINGAPORE, AND HAS A SIG HAND IN THE CITY'S IMPORTANT GOLD 
TRANSACTIONS, WHICH ARE COORDINATED WITH THE SOVIET BANK'S GOLD 
INVESTHENT BUSINESS IN SUITTZERLAND AND WEST GERMANY. 

IN THE MILITARY SPHERE, INCREASED SOVIET NAVAL ACTIVITY IN 
THE INDIAN OCEAN HAS AROUSED CONCERN IN VARIOUS ASIAI CAPITALS, 
AUSTRALIAN PRIME MINISTER MALCOLM FRASER SAID EARLIER THIS MONTH 
THAT THE OBJECTIVE OF A NEUTRAL ZOHE If THE INDIAN OCEAN IS 
ADMIRABLE, BUT THAT 1T HAS LITTLE CHANCE OF REALIZATION WITH 
THE SOVIET UNION SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASING ITS HAVAL PRESENCE IN 
THE AREA. MISTER FRASER OBSERVED THAT THE SOVIET UNION HAS 
DEMONSTRATED -- IN HIS WORDS -- “THE WILL TO EHFLUENCE AND EVEN 
LiTERVENE IN AREAS WELL BEYOND THE ESTASLISHED ZONES OF SOVIET 
SECURITY INTERESTS." AND MOSCOW'S ACTIONS, HE ADDED, ALL TOO 
OFTEN APPEAR INCONSISTENT WITH THE Alii OF REDUCING WORLD TENSIONS. 
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